TABLE TALKAPRIL2020

What A Change One Month Brings

It was only a matter of around four weeks ago when | wrote in the M&ediie
Talk about the possibility of playing Rubber Bridge matches in our own homes
while we were unable to play bridge at the club. That seemed a good idea at
the time and | had had some interest from club members.

Then along came Level 4, Social Distardiz &Gl eAy3 4 K2YSZ
bubble. Did that mean starvation from bridge? For many of our members,
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players in our bubble! However, there has been a saving grace for somg of us

the internet and in particular Bridge Base Online (BBO).

There is the opportunity there to play private matches with three other

people, to bid hands with your partner, play with a Robgbd( can even tell

such a player off without fear of retributionbr play in the excellent twice

daily mainly Pairs sessions organised and run by Patrick Carter and the
Auckland Bridge Club. If you want to know more about these or about Bridge
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Geursen or Carol De Lud¢dnave not asked these people if they will help you

but | am sure they will or at least will point you in the direction of someone who
can.

My only experience in playing against a Franklin player in one of these sessions
was tree boards against Bev Henton where partner and | achieved three
complete or close to bottoms! Sweet memories, not!



However, before we move on, congratulations to Bev who just before the
temporary shutdown had eared enough masteipoints to become a Grah
Master.
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Our new Grand Master
Cancellation of Franklin Restricted Pairs Saturday Aprif 26

It goes without saying that this event has to be cancelled. The possibility of
bridge at the club in the near future seems very unlikely with government
announcements in the next week or so to give us some idea as to how long we
will all be in lockdown.

No Bridge does not mean No Table Talk

Naturally, we will find plenty about which to talk. You would expect that
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her own home. Actually, that last statement needs to be challenged as a little
story coming up will confirm.

So, what have our club members been up to in these-atdyome days?

Starting with Maureen who has been phoning around many club members,
espedally those living alone. Thanks to Maureen and also other club members
who would have been doing the same. You may be physically alone for now
but, rest assured, there will be members of our club doing what they can to
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just at the bridge table but in caring for our membeyvkaureen also comments
that some of our members are not well at present. If that is you, on behalf of
all members, we hope you have better times sodfe beleve that all club
members are viru$ree. Hopefully, it stays that way.
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Linda Thornton's "bubble" is larger than mo&he and Steve have 8 people
living on their farm high up on the Awhitu Peninsu{ane of them happens to
be a chef, which is very usefuLinda said they had bought a meat grinder just
before lockdown and were culling the turkey&nyone have a good rigee for
large quantities of turkey mince?

Drinking Together but Apart

Ann and Jock Anderson have a large and lovely gates fine summer
evening, they met the neighbours for drinkdo, not the prelockdown sort of
drinks, everyone lookinipvely on he lawn,but a meeting at their common
0 2 dzy RdoviMikhé baclké andBYO.



Jock Anderson practismg both being a gdod r.lelghbourv and Social DiStahcing at
the same time. It really does not look too hard an ask.
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More from Onewhero

Sometimes, though, Ann is drinking alone, or she thinks so. How else can you
explain this comment fromnn?

d think lockdown is getting to me. Jock has brought in my gin glass from the
gate post| must have put it down while | was walking around the garden last
eveningb a

Just up the road from Ann is Madeline who is enjoying practising her piano.

She did commernthat on a recent still autumn eveningheheard her

neighbour playing Scottish laments on his bagpipésty ethereal and
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Why, butterflies, of course. That is the nearest we have had to royalty at our
bridge club!

Maureenand several other club membehswve been raising monarch
butterflies. Maureen has been raising hensher garagelt's been a tough year



for monarchswith lots of predators Caterpillars are eating machine$he
monarchs who survivBnd somewhere quiet to turn themselves into
chrysalisesmostly on a branch ad swanplant.
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This fellow in Maureen's garage had walked about 5 metres across the floor to
selfisolate-- that's a long way for a little caterpillar

Shopping OHdine and in Pukekohe
Some nice quotes from club members:

oMy daughter got twacarrots and two bananas on the other hand have
enough bananas to feed a 20G

G Las dlerted to the fact that something was wrong when the total of my
order was calculatedLooked back to find I'd ordered 10kg of ham, not
100gn. This was a lot for soeone who lives alone!

d've got lots of garlic as the supermarket shopper mistook the decimal daint

| bet you smell really nice!



Have you noticed that at Pak 'n' Save Pukekohe, there is a sign up at the
entrancea | & Plgaddhelp/encourage our elderly (70+) to go straight to the
front of the queue? Be kind"

(Therecould be neone at the front of the queue as those in the 70+ &are
supposed to be at home..or is everyone heading to the front?)
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Al may have to go to the supermarket this week, as my wine cellar is down to
one pinot noir, one sauvignon blanc and about a teaspoayirofl have tonic
for Africayp Angt guesses who said this?

Chef Jim Buckland was thinking he might have to go,aete needed a bottle
of port for a duckand-port recipe. He further reported that he'd made some
delicious little piesbut had haddifficulty finding a template to cut the pastry
lids the right size A saucer was too big . . .The attachment for his drill which
holds a sanding disc turned to be exactly rigHe popped it into a plastic bag,
drew his pastry circles and returndiae disc to his toolbo® €

OWhat on earth are people doing partclying bottled water?If for any reason
the water supply gets turned off, I'll raid Peter's wine cellar and brush my teeth
in sauvignon bland €

For turning water into wine but for toothpaste swilling?

Some Culture, at lastMaureen to the rescuéAs the days wear omts of us

are running out of library book#&4argaret Gardiner and Maureen Nelson share
the same taste in bookand on a fine morning they each sanitised a
book,placed it in a plastic bagnd walked towards eaabther, meeting near

the old Indian Hall.
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Margaret and Dave on their way to the book d
operation as they are well disguised with dark glasses.

Glasses
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when | am reading and my bridge hands always look bigger when | have them
on as well. This makes the following story all the more troublesome.

We live on tank water and during the sumnmaonths are constantly checking

our tank to ensure we have enough. Finally, recenllg rains came and my

wife, Kath, said we had plenty of water. | still thought | would check. For the

first time in 32 years, | did not stand on top of the water tankftahe cover

off..and for the first time in 32 years, the cover slid into the water! So, there

was | trying to catch the covawhich had sunk to the bottonwith a tree

pruner (a very handy tool for this purpose if you ever lose yout kediost
succededincatcmgA 0 YR ONAY3IAYy3I AlG dzZLls (223
was not the worst of it as | had not realised that my glasses were where they

should not be, on top of my head!
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somewhere near the old cover at the bottom of the tank.



My very longsuffering wife managed to find a new lid though the wait for new
glasses must continue until the opticians reogdter shutdown or a kind club
member volunteers to dive into my tanK!tfave a feeling | have exhausted
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Without supplying you with goggles, | could not bring you a picture of

the submergectover or the glasses but | can show you the lovely fram the
top of the tank.

Before you feel too sorry for the writer, he does, fortunatedye a second pair
on dry land!
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Over toMaureento tell thisin her own words:



oOn Day 1 of lockdowr yowed to walk every day for thduration. Quite
unheard of for me, as I'm very lazy when it comes to exercise, but at time of
writing I've walked 20 days in a row.get to the end of our little cedle-sac

and then decide which direction I'm going to go.

I've been wearing my fadeddfloral jeans

very comfortable. Early one sunny morning | added a baggy old simkt tand
thought”l really must chuck this oldghirt out". And off | went. Walked for

half an hour, and was heading back up Victoria Street and stopped at the
intersection with Helvetia Roadsually a busy road, but not these dayisere

are 2 compulsory stops there and The Palms Rest Home is visible just along to
the left. Just as | reached the compulsory stapdid a laden Balle Bros. truck
and trailer 9, | walked a few steps towards The Palms and waited to cross.



